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Crede mil, res eit vir pretiofa bonus. WT 


Ovid. 
805 could I touch theſe neues, as might 61 
Thine car, nor leave thy heart quite diſeng: 8 d, 


The good deed would delight t me. 
T oung. 
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5 impreſs upon their minds a proper ſenſe of Religion, and to 


”” 


In the Preſs, wk within a Month will be publiſhed, by 
. the fame Author, in a ſmall ſize, and fold by all the 


| Book-ſellers mentioned in the e Tide-pag ge of this ; ; 
Meditations for women labouring of child -; 1 ſuited 9 . 
Ke 
fortify rhem with holy Refolution and Comfort een the 

5 expedtcd Hour of Pain, 


Page 46, line 1. ſupply the word this. 


To THE REVEREND | 


THOMAS READER 
rave 


SOMERSETSHIRE. 


Reve rend and : I Sir, : 


it E. Thee and Gratitude due 10 l * 
Kind. Condeſcending, and EMINENT= 
Iv P:ous To OR, to whole Love and Care 
1 (hall ever feel myſelf indebted, would not 
luller me to lend this little Performance into 
[the World, without prefixing to it Your | 

Name: I am the more Encouraged to do 

myſelf this Honour, from a Perfect Convicti- | 

on that you receive real Pleaſure at the fight = 
ok any, even the ſmalleſt attempt, to do Good: = 

—Glad ſhould I be, had I more of your Zeal 

for Godlinels, and could I do ſomething 

likely to promote it among men. Pefmit 
me to hope for a conſtant intereſt in your 

. ers. I 
That your Labotlous and uſeful Life a . 1 
A FTT 


TT] 
be long faced, for the Comfort of your 
Friends, the luſtruction of Youth, the Hap. 
pineis of yuur Church, and the Welfare 
of the World that you may ſee yourlelf 
ou ned and bleſled of God, in the threefold 
character of Miniſter, 1utur, and Author, 


and, that you and yours! may nally be crovn- 


ea with Eternal Rory is the Sincere Pray er, 
85 of, | 


Reverend and Honoured Sir, 
Pour Dutiful, Olliged and 


very Humble Servant 


THE 


a. at. Md es an cate m_— an a 


. 
HE. Author of the following little 
1 piece having the happineſs of Youth | 
much at heart, has made an humble attempt 
to lerve it. He has written with young peo 
ple in his eye, and has addreſſed himſelf free- 
}y to them. But he hopes he has laid—he 
knows he has endeavoured to fay—ſuch 
things as merit their attention: and his ear- 
neſt prayer to God is, that they may proper- 
ly regard what is plainly and affectionately 
ſet before them, and reap everlaſting benefit. 
The Youth of his Own congregation may | 
well be ſuppoſed to have more than a com- N 
mon ſhare in his affection, and he hopes they 
will receive this as one proof of his love. To _ 
his poor ſervices they have the fairelt title, 5 
and he has only to lament that thoſe ſervices 
are not better, and more effettual.=-But what- 
ever may be the Author's partiality for thoſe 
A; whom Providence at preſent makes his pe- 
culiar care, it affords him a joy, of which he 
hopes nothing will ever be able to deprive 
him, that he can open his Heart to the whole 
human race, and look upon every man as his 
| Brother.—And ſhould it pleaſe God to make 
him, by This or any other means, the inſtru- 
. ment of converting One Soul, he would 
E eſteem the acquiſition of the World a trifle, 
compared with the Salvation of that Soul, 


though to bim the grea ateſt Stranger upon the 
Earth. | : 
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As a paſſage of Scripture furnifhes jul 


ideas, and adds to them the divine Sandton, 
the Writer has been careful to place a ſhort 


Text at the head of every new ſubject. He 


does not pretend to have ſaid all that might 


have been ſaid on either of the ſubjeQts here 


| handled.--Whether this plan will at ſome fu- 
ture period be enlarged, depends on circum- 


ſtayces which che band of Time e only can un- 
Veil. 


This feeble ert is Tone nchen to th 


| bleffingof Almighty God, with devout wiſhes 
and ſupplications that it may abundantly an- 
ſwer the ends defigned—the Honour of God, 

: and the Good of Immortal Souls. 


PHE rYouTH's PRAYER 
Fox T 
DIVINE BLESSING. 


h Lord God of Wiſdom and of Grace, 
O bepleaſed to enlighten my Mind to un- 
derſtand, and influence my Heart to receive, 
the Truths which are ſet before me in this 
Book. May I believe that they are deſigned 
for my Good, and may the Good defi gned. 
be 8 
. Thou, (POE art pleaſed a me 
with thy Counſel, I {hall be wiſe unto Salvation. 
Ik thou grant me the Aids of thy Holy 
| Spirit, I ſhall be ſtrong to perform what is 
required. If thou ſhe 4 abroad thy Love 


upon my Heart, I ſhall love Thyſelf—I ſhall _ 


love thy Word—l ſhall love thy Way sand 5 
J ſhall hate all Evil. 
To Thee, therefore, Lord, do Hook; up- 

on Thee do T depend. O caſt a pitying 
Eye upon a Youth, who is ſenſible of his own 
Inluthciency. Impart to him thoſe Graces, + 


and afford him thoſe Helps, which he — 


much needs. Grant that his reading this 
Book. may not turn to his Condemnation, 
but be a mean of his obtaining Salvation, 


through e Chriſt. Amen. 
i Remember 


T * 
Remember now thy Creator in the days 
of thy youth .” Eeclelialles. 12. 1.— 


Inconfideration has deftroyed its thouſands, 
Thougbtfulneſs is eflential to propriety of t 
conduct. Every thing of conſequence re- P 

quires deſign. And delign implies thought t 

and attention k 
The man that acts without reflection, not 

only builds upon the ſand, regardleſs of the 


foundation, but the ſuperſlrutture which he T 

| raiſes will alſo be ill ſhaped, and Irregularity 0 

will be ſeen through the whole. How dif- 
ferent from the wiler proceedings of him, who I 

| accuſtoms himſelf to think cloſely and weigh f 
maturely ? obſerve this man, and you vill a 


ſee what deſerves to be admired. You vill“! 
perceive that order, regularity, beauty and 


to be ſcen, beſides diforder and wickedneſs, 
Enquire, the reaſon, and you will find 1 
that it is owing, in no ſmall degree, to fi 


_uſefulneſs are the ornaments of his daily de- 0 
E portment. His general conduct may be I 
A compared to a Building which bas a ſolid and n 
| permanent foundation to reſt on; w hoſe 0 
parts are nicely adjuſted and well cemented) \ 
* and whole appearance ſtrikes the eye, aud It 
3 the heart, with pleaſure. 1 
* 5, Melancholly is the truth, that when we if 
look abroad into the world, there i is but little « 
thoughtlefſnels and inconfideration. al 
| - Could men utter fuch horrid oaths as you WP 


frequently hear, did they W th at the 
| | Lord 
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Lord will not hold hum guiltleſs that taketh his T 


name in vain ? Could man debaſe himſelf by 


| drunkennels, did he conſider, that no drunk- 


ard ſhall nherit the kingdom of God 2 Could 
the Formcator and Adulterer proceed-in the 
paths of uncleanneſs, if they reflected, that 
their Sins will exclude them forever from the : 
kingdom God ? (lee i. Cor. 6. 10. Gal 5. 
21. ) Is it Suppolable, that the unforgiving 
and revengeful would feed their hateful and 
injurious diſpoſitions, if they believed and 
conſide red, that God will never forgive them? 
(lee Matth. 6. 15. and Matth. 18. 35. ) And 
1s it likely that the liar would delight in ly=. 


ing, did this awful truth occupy his mind 


all Lars ſhall have ther part in ihe lake which 
burneth with fire and brem one. Rev. 21. 8. 

As Rellection is neceſſary to proper 
conduct, let me beleech you, my yourg 
friendo, to accuſtom yourſelves to winking 


in this early part of life. Contract a habit 


of reflecting, and luffer nothing to eſcape ou 
ar making ſome uſeful obſervation on 
Efſpecially, never allow yourſelves to 


freak or att, without conſidering the con- 
ſequence and tendency of rs apa: are about 55 


to ſay or do. 1 


Moſt men are add to tk feriouſly. 


Two reaſons are to be offered for it. The. 
firſt is, they have liv ed ſo long, and ſo much, 


at random. that they dread to ſèe their own 


Aht of their 


picture. They wiſh to {hun a fig 
föollies 
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and merit your attention. 
Remember now your Creator in the days of your 
Youth, for from Him alone can you de rive 
happineſs. 
in earth. 


- and Body i in Hell. 


1 his blood. 
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His of youth. 


Praiſe him. 
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Follies, and to remain ignorant of themſelves 


as long as they can. The ſecond reaſon 1s, 


they apprehend that ſerious conſideration 
would interrupt their agreeable purſuits, and 
de 1 their preſent plealure. . 7 
Think now, 


But be not ye like unto them. 
that you may rejoice hereaſter. Refle& now, 
that you may immediately be uſeful, and that 


E the whole of your future life may be peaceful. 


A thouſand and a thoufand things invite 


He hath all power in heaven and 


glory. 


Remember, then, your Creator | in the ſea- 
Remember what he hath 5 


dope, and what he can do, for you. Re- 


member him to love, ſear, ſerve and truſt 
him. Remember to pray unto bim and 
5 Remember him at all times, 
and recollett his Prelenee in alt places, and 
in all circumſtances. — Be aſſured, that 
thoughtfulneſs and care arc eſſential to your 
| felicity. 
well be, happy by accident or chance, 


No one ever was, no one ever 


Pray 


But above all, 


He is able to deftiroy both Soul and 
And he is able to render 
| Both completely happy. He can give you 
a ſaving knowledge of Chriſt, and pardon 
He can beſtow on you 
all nes adful grace, and crown that grace: with 2 


to 


">. WW 3 * 


— — ws. — 
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a ſerious turn, of mind. 


TRE. PRAYER. 


'e1 Thou! who. art worthy to be had 1 in 


everlaſting Remembrance, O God of 
Goodneſs and of Mercy, Thou haſt been 
doing me Good ever ſince I was born; hut 
have been ſhamefully unmindful of The>, 
and inattentive to the Bleflings of thy Hand 
and the Words of thy Mo It is of the 


Lord's mercies that I am not conſumed. Com 


paſſionate Father, I thank thee for thy For- 


bearance and Long-ſuffering. May that . 


Long-ſuffering which I bave ſo much Rea- 
ſon to admire, lead me to effettual Repent- 
ance. Take from me Lightneſs of Mind, 
Beſtow « on me the gift of Spiritual Diſcern- 
ment. Grant me the Bleſſing of Serious 


| Conſideration. May 1 ſee, may I under- 


ſtand, may I reflet on, may I love, may 


1 follow after, the Ap: which make for 5 | 


my Eternal Peace. 
May I believe aright in the La Jeſus 


Chriſt Through his precious Blood may L 


have the for giveneſs of all my Sins. May I be 
favoured with the teachings of thy Holy Spirit. 
May I be bleſt with his Santt fy ing Influences, 
May my Soul be filled with the Love of God 
and Goodnels. May I ever Remember thee, 
B my. 


10 * l 
my God and my Creator, with all the Pnlations 
of Humility, with all the warmth of Grati- 
inde, and with all the Zeal of Holy Obedi- 
ne Up [vs e Amen, 


5 „Prom a Child thou haſt known the holy 
e 11 Tim. 3. 15 | 


The © holy ſcriptures” are the writings 
of the old and new teftament. Theſe writ- 
ings contain the revealed will of God, and 
they are called the word of God. For the ſa- 
cred ſcriptures came not by the will of man; 
but holy men of God ſpare as OP were moved 7 
b the Holy Ghoſe. 
I God hath revealed to us 15 w iu, it is 
of confequence for us to know it, If in 
the ſacred ſcriptures alone the Divine Will 
is revealed, it muſt he of importance for us 
10 dw the Holy ſcriplures. If we would 
know the holy ſeriptures, we mult read them 
or hear them read—or both. If we are in- 
capable of reading them ourſelves, we mult 
de diligent in our attenGance upon thoſe who 
can read them to us. 
It was the honour 95 the happineſsoſyoung 
Timothy, th at from a Child fie anew the f 
Eriblures. Youth is the Prime time lor im- 
0 Po emen 


{ 


prorement. It is the YE Teafon of life, : 
It eis the hort hour on which hang the cre- 
dit and uſefulneſs of years. Youth! bleſt 
moment of exiſtence ho gay in thy ap- 
pearance—how warm in thy purſuits ho. 
llattering in thy promiſes—how happy in 
thy proſpects— but oh ! how ſhort in thy 
ſtay, and how ſoon are we left to mourn the 


bleſſing we are unable to detain! 


But why mourn our Fark n ; 
in general we have realon fo to do becauſe _ 
ve improve it not when preſent. Did man 
but know the value of Youth—did he huſ- 
band it well and make the belt of it during 
its ſhort tay O di did he view it as the plea- 
ſing period of time afforded him by God to 
inſure the bleſſings of eternity—what acqu> 
ſitions would he make—what wonders would 
he perform—what treaſures of wifdom would 
| he collet—and what a foundation would he 
then lay for every thing great—for every 5 
thing good! 
From a Child Timothy had Enownthe holy ſerip- : 
tures. Even childhood is capable of uſeful 
learning. What ſo uſcful—what ſo eſſenti- 
al to happineſs—as the knowledge of the ho- 
ly ſcriptures? Human learning has its advan- 
lag ges; and the more we Wy of it, the het- 
| prov ided it be lanctißed by Divine 
Grace: for then, the more learning we have, 
Bs 2 „„ 


found. 


ä—4Uñ—Jĩ ́ — 
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; the more humility ſhall we diſcover, and the 


greater uſefulneſs may we hope for. But 


if we reſt ſhort of the Wiſdom that is from 
 above—if we have not Grace as well as 


Learning—if we are not made waſe unto fal- 


b vation—the wildom of this world will loon 
end in folly, and we ſhall know to our ſor- 
row, that it would have been better for Us 


never to have been born. 
God bath made known his mind i in the 


bible. And the holy ſcriptures are able to make 


21s wiſe unto faloation, through faith which ts 
in Clift Itſis. So the holy Apoſtle hath 
declared, and to many ol his readers have 


Happy child! that i rs early ide in 


theie (criptures, and hath early taken his 
Tentiments from them. Happy Youth ! that 


makes the Bible his daily companion—that 


ſearches it with fervent Prayer, that ſtudies 
it with growing improvement, and reads it 
with ever-freſh | delight. Happy the man who 
makes the word of God his rule of faith and 


rattice. Who is careful to regulate his 
whole life according to the commands, the 


threatenings and the Feen of the holy err the. 
: (UTE). no 


The Bible informs ns of our Falt 3 


GCod—of the evil of ſin—of the Divine 
Mercy in providing 2 Saviour—of what is 
| neceflury | 
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neceſſary, to our Salvation by Jeſus—of the 


efficacy of his blood to cleanſe every true 


penitent from all ſin—of the need we have 


of patience, of watchfulneſs, of humility, of : 
ſpirituality and of Divine Aſſiſtance. Of 
thele things the holy ſcriptures inform us, and 


mary more, proper for us to know and con- 


ſider 


And here let it hs ibid is 
not enough that we merely read the holy 
(criptures—we muſt allo know, or underſtand, 


them; otherwiſe they will not have their 


proper effect upon us. And if God is pleal- N 
ed to illuminate the mind, they may be read 
with great advantage at an early period of 


like, and many parts of them may be chen 


known ſo as to be of future uſe, as is 


evident in the caſe of Timothy. This is a 


very great encouragement to parents and 
other Trends to teach children to read, to 


inflraR them in the meaning and deſign of 


{cripture, and to pray earneſtly and frequent- 


ly to God for his Blefling upon their endea- 


vours. | 
This alſo nile encouragement to 


Youth to read the bible with care, and to 


lift their heart to Him who is able to make 
the holy ſcriptures a lamp unto their fect, and 


- 4 light unto their paik, Be periuaded, my 
young friends, to read lone portions of 


teri pture 


: Inſpiration of God, and is profitable for DoR- 


may be 1 Perils. Throughty furnifhed unto All 
5 Good Works, 11 Tim. 3. 16. 27" 


—— Su 


Wt. J ihank thee that 1 am favoured with 
he Holy Scriptures, and am able to read 
dem.“ Pardon me that I have read them 
ſo often to ſo little Purpoſe. I am bound to 
ble schee for all the pious Aﬀiſtances T have 
received from my Parents, or from Guar- 
dlians, from Minifters, and fron all the 
Friends that have been raiſed up for me 
by thy good Providence. O God of love —_ 
plels, Ib 5 ch mes all . ever cared 
for my 80 zul. Return their Kindneſſes to 
mme, A T how! nod; told a their own Boloms. 
rant that their pious Endeavonrs for my 
Welfare may no! be loſt. Iacline my Heart 
ente th 5 7: Almonie „ and nay: i delight in them 
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11 14 I | 
Teripture daily, with humble prayer to Bog 
and never be fatisfied with reading any part 


of the Bible, without deriving from it ſome 
advancement in wiſdom, or ſome. Improve- 


ment in grace, For all ſcripture s given by 


rine, for Reproof, for Correction, for In- 
fer uftion in Righteouſneſs, That the man of Gol 


2 A OD 2 Love, 1 Na ha Kindneſt 


to Man in revealing to him thy Holy 


8 10 
znore 


Lig, il 
more than in all Riches. Thy Law, OT ord, 
is Perfeft, converting the Soul: The Tei 


| of the Lord is fure, making wiſe the Sit: ple. 
| The Statutes of the Lord are Right, Tong. 
| the Heart; the Commandment of the Lord ts 


Pure, enlightening the Eyes. The Fear of the 
Lord is Clean, enduring Forever. Grant to 
me, O God, a Knowledge of the Holy Scrip- 
tures. y T hem may my Soul be taught. 

From Them may I learn Thy Fear. May 
They make me wiſe unto Salvation, Through 
Faith which is in Chrift Jeſus. May I be- 
lieve that they are more Io be deſired = 52 Gold, 


5%, than much Fine Gold: ſeecter alſo then 
Hy, and the in comb, ma) l be 10 


my Soul. 


Lord, nee my Mind that I. may be- 
bold the Wondrous things of thy Law, and 
the more Glorious things of thy Golpel.— _ 
Let me not miſtake Scripture : Let me not 


Pervertit . Let me not torget Scripture : 


Let me not Trifle with it. Let me not be. 


Hardened againſt. Scripture. Let me not 
be deſtitute of 1ts Comforts upon my Heart, 


nor of its Power in wy Life. But may the T 
Spirit of God and the Word of God, co- 
operating on my Mind, make me a Chriſ- 


jan indeed, and Create in me that only 


rne Enjoyment of Exiſtence, the Peace of : 


ved aH Te all ent through 


Jetus 
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Chriſt my Lord. Amen. 


0 Tc deb was eight years ; old when he began 


Way to prevent ill Attions i is, to preclude 
wrong Sentiments. 


| Good and Evil are not names for nothing, 

and words without ameanive. You cannot 
but obſerve, that the generality of Mankind 
_ eonfound Right and Wrong in their lives. 


They ſpeak and att as though they Knew no 
diſtinctions of this kind. 


[ 16 7 


to reign—and he did that which was right in 


the — of the Lord, ” 11 Kings. 22. 1. 2. to 

f We cannot too early in life be made ſenſi- / 
ble, that there is an Eſſential Difference be- 7 
tween Rigbt and Wrong—Good and Evil. 5 
I he ſooner this Diſtinction is impreſſed up- e 
onthe mind, the deeper i it will fink, and: 1185 t 
5 longer will it remain. 15 i 
He aſſured, my Young Friends, it is of 
unſpeakable conſequenee, to your credit, Ml 
your comfort and your general happinels, 4 
What ſentiments you now imbihe, and what 2 
hapbits you now form. If you begin with think- | 
ing amiſs, there is every reaſon to fear that 1 
vou will proceed to act amiſs. And the bet WM 


Settle it therefore in your. 3 that 


uf you remind them of the afference, 
— | then 


* 
* 


1 

then they are too apt to call that Right 
which is Wrong, and that Wrong which 
is Right, and would gladly perſuade you 
to join them in the ſame judgment. 


But if they can feel, and you can un- 
der ſtand, the Prophet Ifaiah hath ſaid enough 
to ſtartle them and preſerve you, in theſe 
words (Is. f.) Wo unto them that call 
evil good, and good evil; that put darkneſs 
for light, and light for darkneſs; that put bitter 


for ſweet, and ſweet for bitter. —As the fire de 


voureth the ſeubole, and the flame conſumetii the 


| chaff, fo their root ſhall be as rottenneſs, and 
their bloſſom Shall go % as duſt: becauſe they 
have caſt away the dau the LORD of Tots, 
and deſpiſed the word of the holy One of Iſracl. 
However men may endeavour to 8 
fans things by miſnaming them, yet Virtue 
and Vice are Unalterably and eternally mw L 
tin 1 in their natures. And as are their 
natures, ſuch. will be their effects. As 
Goodneſs leads to glory and bonour, ſo 
Wickedneſs conducts to. Shame and ever 
laſting contempt. , 
This is the decree of God, who lives 55. 1 
ever to enforce it, and has Almighty POW. 


er to execute it. To paſſages ol leripture, 


one from che od, and the Other from the 
new teſtament, will confirm the lolemn ruh 
Ie am now inculcating. 1 he Hr Rk I take from 
= 1 
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the latter part of the third chapter of M alachi, 


words I hey that feared the Lord, ſpake often 
one to . and the Lord hearkened, and heard 
it, and a book of remembrance was written before 
jim for them that feared the Lord, and that 
thought upon his name. And they ſhall be 
mane faith the Lord of Hoſts, in that day when 


as a man ſpareth his own Son that ſerveth him. 


2 18 1 


where the Prophet hath theſe remarkable 


T make up my Jewels, and I will ſpare them 


— Then ſhall ye return and diſcern betuten 
the righteous and the wicked; between him that 


: ferveth God, and him that ſerveth him not. 


The other paſlage I take from St. Paul- s 


ſecond chapter to the Romans; where 
the Apoſtle aſſures us, that God will render 
to every man according to his deeds—To them, 
who, by patient continuance in well-doing, ſeek 
for glory, and honour, and tmmortality—to 
ſuch God will give eternal life : But unto 
them that are contentious, and do not obey the 
truth, but obey unrighteouſneſs ; God will ren- 


der indignation, and wrath; tribulation and 
anguiſh upon every ſoul of man that doth evil. 
Let the following things, then, be en- 
graven on the table of your heart, and be 
ever preſent to the eye of your mind _ 

There is an eſſential difference between 
right and wrong. — It is of importance for 
us to know and attend 10 this difference 


at 
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at an early part of life —God marks the 
whole of our behaviour. What we do, is 


done in the fight of the Lord. It will avail 
us nothing to do that which will be approv- 


not that which 2s rig hl in the fight of the Lord. 
Ibis is proved by the declaration of 
Chriſt, in the 16. of Luke at the 15. verſe, 
7 are his words, Je are thiy aucli Jus- 
% your ſelyes before men; but God knoweth 
your hearts : for that whach 15 lughly tee med 
among /t men, is an abomination in ite fight of 
God. While, therefore, you pity Sluners, 
$ and pray for them with the tendereſt Com- 
e WW pailion, let me beſeech you never to make 
1 tuem your choſen companions. But on the. 
b, contrary, it will be your wiſdom, in general, 
e {hun evil company as you. would the 
o Hell to which it leads. g 
Further. The God of grace can 2 
Young perſons and Children to do thoſe 
things which are plealing to him. Johah 
was but cight years old, it ſeems, when he be- 
gan to rtign and he did that which was 
right in the fight of the Lord. ſereunah, 
we are informed, was ſSenflified from the 
womb. What though you are debe 
neither for Kings nor Prophets ? 166: it 
is of the utmoſt conſequence that you 
Thould be 3 hriſlians; ; not in name only, 
| OE C2 | „ but 


ed, or even applauded, by men; if we do . 


E 


bat in deed and in ruth. For if you are 


not the holy Diſciples of Jeſus on carth, 
you never, can expett to be admitted a- 


mong his glorifed ſaints in heaven. And 
the grace of God is neceſſary to your being 
Chriſtians. I do not ſay it is neceſſary to 


your being calied fo, but it 18 e to 
: your being ſuch in reality. 


Let it encourage you then, that God 18 


able and willing to afford you grace. And 
let me beſeech you never to think your- 


_ ſelves ſafe, till you have obtained it. Nei- 


ther Great Birch nor High Stations 3 be 
admitted as an excuſe for indifterence in 


religion. Joſiah was a King ; but he was 


pious and good. And the higheſt character 


be ever had giv en him, and what now doe 8 


and will to all future generations, do him 


honsvur, and throw a luſtre on his memory | 


is, that he did that which was right in the fight 
of the Lord. Neither Riches nor Poverty 
WIII plead our excuſe at the Bar of God 
for a careleſs and unholy life. 

Laſtly. While you reflect, that zhe wicked 
Hall be turned into Hell (ſee oſalm 9. 17.) yet 


- Jet it adminiſter rich conlolation and never- 


ceaſing encouragement to your thoughtful 


ſouls, that the holy ſervants of God ſhall 
as ſurely be received into heaven, whenever 


they are taken hence. All that ſincerely 
love and faithfully lerve God in this life, 


ih all 
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fall, through the mercy of Cod in Chriſt, : 
be made eternally happy in the next. T his - 
is clearly ſtated by St. Paul in the two laſt 
_ verſes of the ſixth chapter to the Romans. 
Hear and mark his words—Being made free 
from fin, and become ſervants to God, ye have 
your fruzt unto holineſs, and the end ever laſtung 
life. For the wages of fin is death : but the 
| gift of God is eternal life, through W Jeſus Chr 2 | 
our Lord. It is impotiible for us to merit 
d any thing at the hand of God, for when 
we have” dove all we can do, ſtill we are 
unprofetable ſervants (Luke 17. 10.) But 
all who earneſtly endeavour 10 glorify God 
MW here, by word and work, will ſurely be dleſt. 
ed witheternal life hereafter. And this eter- 


„na liſe cee gift of Go d, : ee ſes nd 
our Lord. OE „ 
7 
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| O Thou: In6nitely Holy and loconceive 
1 JF ably Good God, I am encouraged by 
t WM tby Mercy again to approach thee in bum 
ble Prayer. Without Thee I can do no- 
ing; therefore doth my Soul 1 un- 
Ii to thee, and with my Whole Heart do I 
C ſeek thee carly. With Thee are inex= 


y hauſtible Treaſures of Wiſdom and 3 
= And the Command of thy bleſſed "Word is, 


5 


FS 
if any lack Wiſdom, let him aft of God, 
that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraid- 


eth not ; and the Promiſe 1 is, 16 88 be given 


him. 


Senſible of i my Ignorance and ene 


8 jence, Lord, I come to Thee, humbly 


ſupplicating Divine Direction and Aﬀliſt- 
ance. I cannot diſbelieve thy Readineſs 
to help me, ſince thou haſt ſaid to thy help- 
leſs Creatures 4, and it Shall be given 
wu: ſeek, and ye ſf all find: Enoch, and it 
hall be opened 0 you. I believe that Thou 
"art able to do exceeding abundantly above all that | 


Toft or think; and therefore I may cheer- 


fully hope, | that Thou wilt be pleaſed to 
upply all my Need, according to thy Riches | in 


Glory by Chriſt Feſus. 


6 Thou! who haſt guided many into the 


Paths of Peace and Holineſs, and aſſiſted 
them to do that which is Right in Thy Sight 


at a Seaſon of Life the moſt thought ſeſs 
and dangerous, to Thee do I moſt fervent- 
ly pray for Grace and Wiſdom and |} 
Strength to imitate their Example. Im- 


preſs upon my Mind the everlaſting Diſtincti- 
on between Right and Wrong, and may I ne- 

ver, in anv one Inſtance, venture to Co 
that which I know to be Evil in Thy Sight. 
May Thy Holy Spiri t enlighten my Un- 


derſlanding. conviuce me of the Danger of. 


Sin, 
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Siv, ſanAify my AﬀeRtions, my tmaginati- 
on and Deſires, and lead me in the Path 
to Glory. 5 
Day by Day may I ery unto Thee, and 
Hay, My Father, be Thou the Guide of m my 
Youth, Keep me ever near Thyſelf, for 
there only | is Safety. Oh! let me never be 
prevailed on to make the corrupt Cuſtoms 
of the World my Rule of Action, but may 
I always remember what my God hath ſpok- 
en, and att accordingly, Have Mercy, 
0 God, upon a World that beth in Mick- 
ednefi. Be pleaſed to ſh2w Pityto them who 
have no Pity upon themſelves. Make Tranſ- 


greſſors ſenſible of their Sin and Danger, ; 


and grant them Repentance unto Life. 
May they have both the Will and the Po,w- 
er to apply to a Saviour's Blood for Pardon, 


and, being recovered by thy Grace, ever- 


more may they live to Thine Honour.— 
Help me to live by Faith on the Son of God, 
who died on the Croſs to redeem the Pe- 
nitent and ſave the Hu nble. May his bitter 
ſufferings remain freſh on my Memory, and i 
turniſh me with an Anſwer to every Tem: — 
tation. Seeing Chriſt hath died on the ac 
curſed Tree, Oh! let me not venture upon 
any known Sin, leſt I cruciſy to myſelf the 
Son of God afreſh, and hit him to an open 
dame. i But may I honour thee on Hy ; 
| ail 


[24 ] 
and finally er joy thy Preſence in Heaven, 


through thine infinite Mercy 1 in Chriſt Jeſus. 
Amen. 5 185 


i" When he came nigh to the gate of the 


city, behold, there was a dead man carried 


out, the only ſon of his mother, and the was 
2 widow.“ St. Luke. Ts 12. t 1 


Tt i appointed unto men once to 1 and 
there is no diſcharge in that war. Baſt thou 
conlidered this, O my Soul? halt thou 
frequently pondered the ſolemn truth, that 
the hour muſt come when thou wilt be 
obliged to leave this clay, and appear before 
the holy Lord God? 85 
What an awful change will death W 
whenever it comes! It Wil. Interrupt ail 
our earthly {chemes, and put a full period 
to all our earthly purſuits. It will deſtroy 
all our worldly pleaſures, and blaſt all our 
* orldly proſpetts. It will detect the cheat of 
life, and th :w us what trillers we have been; 
It will take the veil from our eyes, and let 
us ſee the truth of what we had often heard 
before, It will diſcover to us the ſhallows 
-neſs of all creature- comforts, and the utter 
incapacity of all created good to make us 


blelled. 


+ 
bleffed. It will convince us that God a 
lone 1s an all-{ujhcient portion—that He 
alone Can - fill the large deſires of an Im- 
mortal Mind. gs 
Death will ſhew us the var, lity, of many 
of our wiſhes, aims and hopes. It will 
diſcloſe the ſecret evil ſprings from whence 


flowed numerous actions which „ 
to a better origin. It will ſurprit e and. 


grieve our ſouls, by letting u us ſee how we 


have impoſed upon ourſelves. Our proud 


and ambitious, our mean 154 ſelfiſh, our 


lenſual and anrighteous ꝛ0tives, will then 5 


all appear to our confulon.— *Death 


an honeſt hour”, and ſeldom fails tv Fu 


many hidden things to light. Seldom fails 


to do that for man which throz gh life be 


has mot cautiouſly avoided—it ſeldom fai 4 

to ſhew Man to 3 

light the moſt painful to bear. 
What an awful change will death make, 


whe::1ever it comes? It will caſt a thick, 


an impenetrable gloom over the preſent 


pleaſing ſcene.— It will blacken our Star 
of Hope, ſhake from its orb our Moon of 


Comfort, and blot out our Sun of Joy. 


With reſpe to us, this world will become | 
a dungeon. All its glories. will die, and 
all 7 charms be loſt. The brightneſs 


which now dazzles, will be thrown under 
5 1 „„ 
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8 
an everlaſting eclipſe. All then will be 
Solemnity and Awe. We ſhall laugh no 
more with them that laugh. We hall 
play no more with them that play. We 
ſhall triſſe no more with them that trifle. 
No more ſhall we ply the hand of 
buſineſs, nor move the foot of pleaſure, 
No more ſhall we tread the flowery 
lawn, nor drink the mountain breeze“. 
— This ſtrength will decay — this arm of 
power will fall. This beauty will fade. 
This eye will ceale to ſparkle. Theſe 


features will ceaſe to ſmile. This tongue 


| _ ceaſe to charm. This form will ceaſe 
Sear 7. 

"Hes will ſeparate | us from: our be 

loved companions, and tear us from our 


deareſt friends. Fathers, Mothers; Bro- 


thers, Siſters; Huſbands, - Wives; Sons 


and Daughters—Friends of every tender 


name muſt we leave, when death ſhall 
call us hence. No more ſhall we join 
the pleaſant ls of loving Neighbours, 
Whole ten thouſand-fold kindneſſes have 
gained our willing hearts. No more ſhall 
we mingle with them the tale of iriendfhip, 
nor ſip the ſweets of ſocial life. 
1 5 Ss what is far more folemn—we ſhall 
have no further opportunities of religious 
improvement. We ſhall be favoured with 
no more labbathi—ve hall hear no more 
 lermons 
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fermons—we can offer no more prayers. 

Prepared or unprepared, we muſt go. And 

as we are found by death, fo ſhall we ap- 
ear before God in judgment. 5 

We muſt die. We may die young. Ma- 
ny have, and doubtleſs many will. — When 

Som came nigh to the gate of the city, Nain, be- 


old, there was a dead man carried out, the 


only ſon of has mother, and ſhe was a widow. 1 


This was not an old man, worn out by 


years and broken down by infirmities. Hu 


he was a youth, cut off in his prime, and 


withered like the blaſted flower of ſpring. 


This appears from the 14th verſe of the 


nc, which informs us of Chriſt's reſtor- | 
ing the dead to life. In which aktion he 
uled theſe words— 
Young man, I ſay unto thee, Ariſe. —Like 


the perſon here ſpoken of, you may die 


young— but, like him, you muſt not expect 
to be reſtored to life. No kind Friend, 
no powerful Veliverer, may you ſuppoſe 
will intercept the Bearers of your dead bo- 
dy, with a view that you may return to 
the houſe of the living. But when you 
are removed from the chamber of death, the 
opened and waiting grave will receive 
you. In that you muſt take up your cold 
and ſolitary lodging. They that had cal- 
led you Friend, will weep-and depart.— 
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They that really loved you,” will mourn in 
ſecret: and now and then viſit the painful 
pot, and drop over you the warm tear of 
melting affettion and heart-felt grief, But— 
the rude foot will ſoon tread you down, 


and the worm of earth will devour you. 


All this you believe. And what 'uſe do 


you intend to make of it? If you are con- 
vinced that you may die in the vouthful part 


of life, are you alſo concerned to prepai 'e 


for it Y Remember, that the great buſineſs 
of life is to prepare for death, It is the 
height of wildom to begin this Preparation 
hetime. Who can tell what a day may 
briyg forth? how know we what Hall be 


9 th e morrow 2 For what is our life? Tt 


75 even A 7 vapour that appea: -eth for a little 


time, and then vaniſheth away. — AI fleſh 175 


45 ge 5 and all the glory of man as the flower. 
of greſs. In the morning it flouriſheth, and 


8 v0 weih up; in llie evening it us Cul down, and 


77 erb! 7 3 

N. othing, therefore. can bl more e evident, : 
than that it is both our wiſdom and our dis” 
ty to Improve the preſent moment. To work 


: a wor ky of him that made us, while it is day; 


efore the night cometh WAN N MAN can u. 
35 1 1d, nw 14 the acce h a linie: now 15 the 


Two 
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Fro arguments particularly preſs religion 


upon you that are young. The firſt re gards 
your. Friends; the ſecond yourſelves.—It iS 


certain, that th e care and the love of the moſt 
tender hearted parents cannot ward off the 
ſtroke of death, when God commands it to 
ſtrike. An only child—an only Son—the 
only fon of a woman that is a widow, may 
die, The diſtreſſing anxieties, the unut- 


terable agonies, of her whoſe life is bound 
up in her child's life, and who has but this 


fiogle earthly prop left, will not prevail on 
death to yield h1s prey, nor — the youth- 
ful victim. | 
Be wiſe then, ye young, and call; upon 
me Lord with a pure heart, for ENS to vas 
him, and power to ſerve hw. Beg for 


ſaving knowledge of the Lord ſelus Chrit 


aid fee forgiy enzls throu 197 pie precio us 


blood. Intreat that the Holy Ghoſt may 


teach vou and ſanctify you, and enable you 


b walk ere C God in ti neſs and rightcouſ- 


nels all the days of your eto the end that 


nals you. die young, your Parents 2nd 


Friends may have the belt ſupport under 


their affiic elion that they pollibly can hav e, 


I mean, th IE ſubſtautial conlolation that you. 


are happy. V. 


The next argument iS addreſſed 0 your- 
fel love. You undoubtedly love youre 


lelves 
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felves. Show it, then, by tak ing care of your 
ſouls. You may not live to be old. Be 


ye careful, therefore, to prepare for an car. 


Hy death, When you leave this world, you 
mult enter either upon Heaven or Hell. 
Can you be indifferent which it is? is it 
of no conſequence to you, whether you are 
eternally happy, or-eternally milerable? this 
is not the caſe. And therefore as you love 
eaſe and comfort, and had rather ſpend 
Four eternity in pleaſure than in pain, let 


me beiecch you to pray to God to make 


Foul holy, and to aſſiſt you in giving all dil: 
Fence to make your oo dee and election fure, 
15 1 or without diligence and care, no mai. can 

expect to be holy; and without . 


andi 0” 0 the Lord. Heb. 12. 14 


THE PRAYER. 


AZ mn Thy Hand. In thee I live, move, 
end have my. Being. Jam entirely depend- 
ent on Thee for Life, and Breath, and all 
rings. Thou doſt according to thy. Mill in 
the Army 0 of Heaven, and among the It- 
habitants of the Earth ; and none can ſay 
_ wnto Thee, What ot. Thou 4 or "why 0% 
4 how fo? 


' Young 


Low God of 1 my XY", are 


— — 


— . 95 — — 


0 


8 


He wk 


Þ 3 9 


| Young as I am, I would place no De- 


e upon my Youth, nor in any Mea. 
ſure confide in my Strength. For I know 
--: that if thou ſhouldeſt with 1 DHS thy ſupport- 


ing Power, my Strength would be turn 
ed into Weakneſs, and all my Vivacity 
would be exchanged for Languor. Never, 
therefore, may 1 10 far forget myſelf, as to 
preſume upon long Life. Always may 3 


remember, that th Preſent Moment is the 


only one of which I can be certain, ſeein g 
that my mortal Frame IS ſo feeble as to be 


cruſhed before the Moth. In this uncertain 
State, may I have Grace to make my future 
Welfare ſure. So teach me to mumber my 
Days, that I may app! y my Heart unto N dem. 
Help me to fill up. the Duties of __ So 
on with Fidelity and Cheerfulneſs. May E 


love my Parents, and all my Friends, as Rs © 
fon and Religion require of me; and 
may I 10 hve as to give them Joy in my 


. afford them Comfort in my Death. 


Do thou mercitully bleſs Them, and do them 
good: and receive my fincere Thankſgiv- 
ings for all the Favours Thou halt convey- 
ed to me through Them. If have auy 
Enemies, pardon them, and ſave their Souls. 

Forgive, I beleech thee, all my Sins, 
of every Name and Nature, and e 


me for ever to 1Bhy fell. through Jeſus 
Chriſt, 


+ 
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Chriſt, thy dear Son. May 1 cheerfully 
_undergo auy Sufferings, and joy fully per- 


form the hardeſt Duties, for thine Honour 


here, that I may be malte a Partaker of 
thy Glory herealter. May I die daily to the 
World, and to all its Vanities. In Youth 
and Health may I wiſely prepare for Sick- 
neſs and Death. Every Day may [ live 
in the Proſpect of the Coming of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt: and when he doth come, he- 
ther by Death or Ju agment, may I be 10 in 
watching—and, from a State of faithful Obe- 
dience, may I enter into the Joy of my Lord, 

though thine Infinite Mercy, in Jeſus the 
Mediator. Amen. 


«] love them that love me and thofs 
that lee ck me : arty ſhall findme” Prov. 8. 17s 


I mall bd this as. the voice of 
_ 0 Man. 


Ry nd. DO of God make « our 
. Tana _ Happy it is for any who are con- 
vinced of this—but eminently ſo for the 


Young when they receive the pleaſing con- 
5 viction. From that moment they ſeek their 
felicity from God, and in him they find it. 


This prevel ts ten thouſand ſins, and ſaves. 
ns | tacm 
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them ten thouſand times ten thouſand dif- 
5 appointments. 


How ſweet the voice, how charmins the 
ſound, how delightful to hear, when theſe 
melting words flow from the lips of youth 


_ God, thou art my God, early will I ſeek thee 
my Soul thirſteth for thee, iny fleſh longeth for 


thee, As the hart panteth after the water- 
brooks, fo panteth my Soul after thee, O God. 
My Soul thirſteth for God, for the living God: 
witen Hall I come and appear brfore "Cod? 


Truly my Soul waiteth upon God: from him 
cometh my Salvation. In God is my Salvation 
YL ang my glory: the rock of my flrength, and my 
refuge is in Cod. I will truft in him at of! 
times; I will pour out my heart before Alm, 


for God i is a refuge for me, 


My Soul, wait thou only wpo * Cod: Pe, ay 5 
5 expettation, is from him, —Becauſe thy lovinge 
ELindneß, O Lord, 1s better than life, my lbs : 
ſhall praife thee. Thus will 7 bleſs " thee. white 

I live: I will lift um my hands in thy name. 


My Soul fhall be atisfied as with marrow aid 


faineſs ; and my mouth [ral praife thee witth 


Joyful lips —when I remember thee upon my 


| IT and meditate on thee in the mght-watches. 
Becauſe thou haſt been my lielp, therefore 22 
the ſhadow of thy wing's will Ir ejorce.-- Arte you, 
my young friends, acquainted with this lan- 
Zunge ? 1s it the language of your hearts? 
8 are 


f 34 7 
are you frequently addreſſing it to the 
Cod of all your mercies? do you eſteem 
bis loving-kindneſs better than life, and do 
you deſire and ſeek it above all other 
things? then there 1 is reaſon for you to 


ſay— 


Though J walk through the valley of the 
| ſhadow of death, I will fear no evil; for 
Thou, O God, art with me: Thy rod and 
Thy alf they comfort me.—Surely goodneſs 
and mercy ſhall Follow me all the days of my 
life: and I will dwell in the houſe of the Lord 
Forever. — There 1s reaſon, I ſay, for you 
to promiſe yourſelves every thing that is 
_ good—for God himſelf aſſures you that 
be loves them that love him. And bis 
love not only can, but moſt undoubted- 
ly will, furniſh you with 1 needful bleſ- : 
ſing. 5 
: me love not God: what hall + we + foe 7 
from him we received all that we pofleſs, 


whether it be much or little. To him | 


we are indebted for life itſelf, and for all 
the proper comfort we now have, or 
ei ler ere, 
If we love not God, it would have hoon” 
beiter never to have been born. For if 
| we love not God, the time is at hand when 
our exiſtence itſelf will be a burden, and 
vretchedneſs. 
Vea, | 


T 35 1 


| Yea, if we love not God above every 


thing our eyes have ſeen, or cur hearts 


can conceive, we muſt not expect to be 
accepted of him. — He that loveth father or 
mother more than me, laid Chriſt (Matth. 10, 
is not worthy of me: and he that Ioveth ſon 
or daughter more than me, is not worthy. of 
me. And he that taketh not- his croſs, 3 i 
followeth after me, is not worthy of me. He 


that findeth has life ſhall loſe it: and ie that 


 bofeth has life for my ſake, ſhall, And it. 
Life and death are little things, compar- 


ed with the favour of Him which is able 8 
deſtroy both Soul and Body in hell, O that 
we could, therefore, love the Lord our God 


willi all our heart, and with all our foul, 


and with all our ſtrength, and with all our 
mind. Then ſhould we feel like Men, at 
like Chriſtians and be adv ancing falt 1 
the felicity of Angels. Let us beg of God 


| to ſhed abroad his love upon our hearts, 


that we may be enabled to love bim better, 
and delight in him more. 


We have great encouragement to pray, 


and to uſe every mean in our power to 


quicken our ſouls in the love of God, ſince 


in ſweet and condeſcending ſtrains he ſays N 
to us—1 love them that love me and the ſe | 


that ſeek me early ſhall find me. 


| Thoſe that ſeek God carh, ſtall find him. 
ta There 


[ 
4 
N 


7 FT 5 

There is no room left to doubt of it. He 
wailech for them. He will receive them gra- 
ciouſty, and love them freely. He will love 
them tenderly. He will delight over them 
to do them good. They will be precious 
in his fight, He will love to hear their 
prayers, and welcome all their praiſcs.— 
When they call, he will anſwer. When 
they cry, he will deliver. When they 
praiſe, he will bleſs. —He will be pleaſed 

to ſee their deſires and their endeayours_ 
to ſerve him, and none of their labours 
of love mall be forgotten. When they 
are in trouble, he will comfort them.“ 
Whenthey are tempted, hewillſuccour them. 
When they lie down, he will keep them. 
| When they riſe up, he will teach them. 
When they 90 out, he will guide them. 

When they come in from their tolls, he will 
Tooth and refreſh them. When enemies 
threaten, he will defend them. When they 
Are obliged to hight their ſpiritual foes--when 
they wi 92 not only againſt fleſh and blood, 

| their own numerous corruptions, but alſo 
againſt proneipatities, againſt powers, againſt 
the ruters of the dar kneſs of this worid, againſt 
 forrituat wickedneſs in high places then the 
].ord of love will arm them to the battle; 
then the God of might will ſtrengthen them 
to overcome. When they conquer, he will 
crown them, W hen ney die, he will re- 
ceive 


"> 
* 
= 
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ceive them. When they enter heaven, in 
the preſence of all the happy orders of 
that bliſsful world he will * 


them. 


Be perſuaded, then, my dear young friends, 
be prevailed on my dear brethren and 


fiſters, to ſeek the Lord. Seek ye the Lord 
whale he may be found, call ye upon him white 


he is near. Let the wicked forfake his way, 
and the unrighteous man fits thoughts : and 
let him return unto the Lord, and he will 


have mercy upon him ; and to our God, for he 


will abundantly pardon. (Is. 85.) Be encou- 


ge by the aflurance, that God loves 
them- that love him; and they that ck 
him i ſhall find bim. a | 


T E PRAYE R. 


0 1 * + mc merciful 803 5 
thy Goodneſs invites me and thy 


Grace aſſiſts me, and how can I any 
longer remain at a diſtance from thee. I 
hope that I. begin now to know ſomething 
of thy N-ture, as revealed to Man, and 


perceive that thou art rightly. named 


3 Lord, let me know more 
of thee, that 1 may be more happy. I 
| am convinced that the” more I know of 


thee, | 


| Tt 28 J 
thee, the more I ſhall love thee. And 
the more I love thee, the more ſhall 1 
increaſe in ſolid Peace and Heart-felt 
Satisfaction. O ſhed abroad thy Love 
abundantly upon my Soul, and help me 
to love thee abundantly in Return. 5 
Pour dovn a rich Effuſion of thy Bleſſing 9 
upon all the faithful Miniſters of thy Col. 
pel, and may they, by their Preaching, 
their Converſation, and their conſtant 
good Example, turn many to Righteous 
neſs, and ſhine as the Stars for ever and 
ever. May thy Word have free courſe and 
be glorified. Through the tender Mercy of 
our God, may the Day-ſpring from on high 
vi fit diſtant Regions, To give Light to them 
that fit in Darkneſs, and in the Shadow of 
Death, t guide their Feet into the way of 
Peace. And may The Kingdoms of Tlus 
World become the Kingdoms of 0 our Lord, and 
of kts Chrift. © 


J have Reaſon to lament: that I IO 1 


lived ſo long at a diſtance from Thee, 
my God. O pardon thy once-erring, but 
now. returning, Creature. O let the 


Blood of Jeſus Chriſt thy Son, cleanſe me 


| _ from all Sin. Receive me now into Fa- 


vour, and crown me with thy Blefling. 

Draw me near Thylelf with the Cords of 

Love, and keep INC near e with 
1 5 the 


e 
the Comforts of the Holy Ghoſt. In thy 
Light ſhall J ſee Light, and worder at my 
former Darkneſs.—There be many that ſay, 
and I have often joined them in 1 
Who will ſhew us any earthly good-? but 
now and for ever more I hope to ſay, 
Lord, lift Thou up the Light of thy Coun- 
WH Zenance upon me. It will put more gladneſs 
in my Heart than the largeſt Increaſe of 
Corn and Wine and Oil. I aſk neither 
bor Riches nor length of Days, but earn-. 
F ellly intreat thee, O My Father, to be the 
of Gude of my Youth, the Comfort of my Life, 
che Portion of my Soul when Fl:/h and 


of and Treaſure when Time, with all its Con- 
Ts CEO ſhall be no more. This I humbly 
„beg in the Name and Mediation of Jeſus 


4 


Not flothful in ' buſineſs,” - Romati 
2s 11. AS ae hea 


To live in iflenehs.” is to live in 7 


deep in guilt. Great is the miſtake, and 
dangerous IS the error, . you think, my 


& young 5 


„Heart /hall fail, and my everlaſting * 


nd Chriſt, 0 Lord and Saviour. Amen. 


and the ready way to plunge ourſelves 
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vidence has placed him. 


true religion is the greatelt of all bleſſings 
to the world. It is inſtead of a thou- 
land laws anda. thouſand ſwords. It fur- 
niſhes the beſt motives, inſpires the. pur-— 
eſt aims and produces the nobleſt actions. 
It makes Servants obedient to them that art 
ther maſters, in feng leneſs of their heart, as 
uno Chriſt: Not with eye-ſtruice, as men- 


[ 4⁰ F 


young friends, that upon your becoming | 
; religious, you muſt drop all attention to the Ml 
affairs of this world. Chr: ſtianity incul— 


cates induſtry, and nothing is ſo favour— 


4 
] 
able to a proper application to buſineſs, i 
as real religion. Religion alone teaches us! 
the vaſt importance of Time, and- points Wl | 
out its proper uſes. The truly religious WM / 


perſon is a conſcientious perſon. ToW i 


fuppoſe the contrary would be to ſuppoſe WW a 
a e The conſcientious per-. 
ſon is one who does, and will, endeavour ! 
to perform what he knows to be his tl 
duty. And the truly religious perſon In 
knows it to be his duty to improve his WW tc 
time, with care, with Giligence, and with 


great fidelity, in the ſtation in which pro- 


Hence it may be Juſtly iriferred. that 


Sieafers, but as the ſervants of Chriſt, doing 


- -c wilt of God from the heart ; with god! 
. will doing ee as tothe Lord, and not of I 


- 
77 767. 
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19 nen: Labenz that whatſcever good thing 
he WM any man doeth, the ſame ſhall he receive of the 
Lord, whether he be bond or free. It makes 
Ta Maſters do the ſame things unto them: that 
ſs, MW is, it extends the ſame pure influence unto 
us Maſters, and engages them to ad an equal- 


us My righteous part. Inſtrudting them to 


us WM forbear all undue threatening, reminding 
ro WM them, that their Maſter alſo is in heaven; 
oe and that there is no veſbect of ger ſons. with 
Tr im. (Ephe. 8.) : 
ur The religion of Jeſus teaches every man 
his chat properly receives it, how to behave 
on in his particular ſituation. He is taught 
his to look upon himſelf as accountable to Al- 


ith I mighty God for the whole of his conduct, 


-0- MW and therefore he can be indifferent to no 
part of it. He believes that God will call 
bet him to an account for his Time, and there- 2 
fore he cannot waſte it. g 
I intreat you, my young friends, to open 
your hearts to thele ſentiments. Welcome 
them to your boſoms, and cheriſh them 
while you live.—Every day conſider the 
value ot Time, and treat it according to its 
worth. Not a ſingle moment that has eſeap- 
ed you, can be recalled. Embrace, then, 
the moments as they paſs, and intreat them 
to leave a Bleſſing behind ma 
If your friends are laying out their mo- 
nen: „5 | _ ney. 
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. hey upon you | in learning, be diligent in 
your application, that you may anſwer their 
expedtations, and ſerve the world. —If your 


lot be to earn your bread by the ſweat of 
your brow, be not ſlothful in buſi neſs, Ex- 
cite yourſelf to induſtry, and ſtrive to ex- 
cel. Dread the thought of cheating your 


maſter of an hour's labour. Always en- 


deavour to be punctual, that you may ef- 


fectually ſerve. man and glorify God. Not 
purloining, in any way, nor in the ſmalleſt 
matter, but ſhewing. all good fidelity ; that you 


may adorn the Doctrine of God our Saviour 


in ALL THINGS. And while you labour 
more /or that meat which endureth unto everlaſt- 
ing liſe, than for the meat which perijheth, 

© be truly thankful to God that you can 
procure. bread for your body by honeſt in- 
| ys This is a great mercy. 


To conclude. Aſſure yourſelves that 


you are never ſafe, longer than you are 

well employed. Idleneſs throws open an 
inviting door to almoſt every fin, and 
there 1s juſt reaſon to believe that it has 
been the utter ruin of multitudes. 


PRAYER. 


Thon nn wiſe and b 
) jun Cod, Ten requireſt of Mana 
| © faithful 


) 


T# J 


faithful Improvement of all the Talents 


with which Thou haſt intruſted him. Grant 
me Wiſdom to underſtand the true Va- 


lue of Time, and give me Grace to uſe it 
well. Cure me of my natural Sloth and 
Indolence, and help me to exert the Abi- 
lities with which Thou haſt graciouſly 
intruſted me, in a manner honourable to 
Thee, creditable to Myſelf and uſeful to 
my Fellow-creatures. Lord, ſuffer me 


never to link into Idleneſs, but give me a 


will always to perform the Duties of my 
Station with the greateſt Readineſs, and the 
ſtricteſt fidelity. In all my ways may I ac- 
knowledge Thee, and do thou direct my Paths. 
Whatever I am engaged in here, may I 
remember the ſolemn Account I muſt make 
up hereafter: and while I am employed 
about the Things of Time, may I have ſuch 


Meaſures of Grace, as ſhall enable me fo 
to act, as to make the beſt and falleſt Pre- 
I paration for Eternity. Theſe Petitions, 


Lord, I offer, with fincere Praiſes for 


daily bread, and every other Bleſſing, in the | 


Name of my gracious Advocate, Jeſus Chr? uf 


the 5 es Amen. 


Set your afeltion- on things above, vl 
not on things on the earth, ou 8 : 


Fa „ It 


1 44 + 4 
Tt is one of the greateſt - acquiſitions of 
which we are capable, to learn the hea- 
venly art of ſetting our Affection on things 
above, while our Hands are employed in 
things on the earth. This art we ſhould all 
learn, for whoever 3 not, will live and 
die a Fool, in the ſtrongeſt and moſt 118 
nificant fans of that word. 
To take from the difficulty, th abate 
ot; our diſcouragement, in learning the 
utefu! leſſon fet before us by the Apoſtle, 
let us reflect, that God himlelf will con- 
deſcend to be our Teacher, if we are 
Vuilling to learn, and humbly: apply to him 
bor aſſiſtanceG. 
e 408; words of ſcripture 1 have charg- 
ed you, O ye youths, that ye be not 
L, bene. And I hope you will at- 
tend to that charge but take care that you 
attend toit properly. Wich your diligence 
an buſineſs, you mult be ede, in > rel 
from M 
And while I bende you to FRO up- 
on your memory the ſin of idleneſs and the 
neceſſity of induſtry, on the one hand; I Fu 
know not how better to enforce the ad. 
monition of ſitting your affection on things 1 
above, and of keeping your heart in hea- te 
1 ven, on the other than by calling your I 1 


| attention to. theſe words of our Lord I [fe 
i | | . ee M 
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Mz ĩR 
f ( Luke.“ 15.) Take heed, and beware of 
- . 12 1 a man's life conſiſtetſi not ia 
ie abundance of the things which he pyſſeſſeth. 
n And again (Matth. 6. 33.) Seek ye firſt the 
| kingdom of God, and his, righteouſneſs ; and ath 
d (neceſſary) things / halfthe” added unto you.— 
- And allo to the ery of St. Paul (1. Cor. 

10. 31. & Coloff. 3. 17.) Whether ye eat 


e or drink, or whatſoever ye do, do all to the 


e i glory of God. And whatſoever ye doin word 


©, or deed, do ail in the name of the Lord Feſus, 
= giving thanks to God and the Father by lem. 


a THE PRAYER. 


0 L Y, Joly holy, art Thou, Lord" God: : 
. Almighty, and Holineſs becometh Thy 
People forever. Though Thou haſt ap- 
pointed Indultry, yet with that Induſtry 
Thou requirelt the greateſt” Santtity of 
Soul. Though Thou haſt made it my 
Duty to employ my Head and my Hands 
on Things on the Earth, yet thou haſt ſaid 
unto me—Son, Give Me thy Heart. 
My Heart, Lord, would I give to Thee, 
7s for Thou art worthy. O grant me Grace 
to make an entire Surrender of myſelf to 
nr 1 Thee, that I may ſtudy thy Honour and 
rd ſeek to promote thy Glory in all things. 
ke nd Inever o entangic myſelf with the Aar 
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of Life, as to 5 Torkoie the Hopes of a hetter. 
Give me that Faith which worreth by Love, 
and overcometh the World. Draw forth my 
| Deſires aſter Thee, and help me to ſet my 
Affection upon thee. Never may I think 
my ſelf poor, if I am rich in Faith, and rich 


in good works —for then ſhall I be rich to. 
ward God. And Thy Favour, O Thou 
God of. Lave, will always be an ample, a 


Alufpoient, Treaſure. Grant me This, 0 
_ My Father, cries my panting Soul, through 
leſus Chriſt, that died and roſe again, 


Amen, ns 


TY 


«Bleſſed : are the dead which die in | the 
Lord. Rer. 14 —— 


Death is the king of Tron, t to unpardon- 
ed Sinners. Well may they tremble at it; 
thought, and faint at its approach. The 
Scriptures aſſure us, that the wicked ſhall be | 
turned into hell, and, that they ſhall go d. 
way into everlaſting puniſhment ( a 9. 17. 
& Matth. 25, 46.) To thoſe, therefore, who 
have not ſincerely repented of their fins, 
andobtained the forgiveneſs of them through 


Jeſus Chriſt, and whoſe natures are not 


{anctified by the Holy Ghoſt, and who have 
not made it their ſerious Se to work 


out their Jelvation with fear and trembli Ng, 
| to 


tat 


r. 0 ſuch, 1 ſay, death may well appear ter- 


en rible indeed for it will plunge them into J 


* hs torments. 
Ny But the true Diſciple of Jeſus Chriſt 
Vi may rejoice at the proſpect, and triumph 
in the moment, of death. You mult not 
„- be ſurpriſed, therefore, my dear young 
friends, at my anxiety for you, that you 
1 WW may be true Diſciples of Jeſus. For if 
ou are, you may be comfortable in life 
you will be ſafe in death—and happy 
in. through eternity: If you are, you may 


juſtly adopt this triumphant language, ane 
it will be better to you than the polleſſion 3 | 


ko of the world _ 285 
5 O death, where is hy ſting * 8 grave, 


where ts thy victory? The ſting of death is : 


fin—But thanks be to God, which giveth us the 
viftory, through our Lord Jeſus C rift Here 
fore, my beloved brethren, be ye Fed, . un- 
moveable, always abounding in the work of the 


Ny Lord, foraſmuch as ye know that your labour 1 
4. | 

15 is not in Vain in the Lord. 

0% T HE PRAYER. 

ag O * Y Father, Iam bound to bleſs 2 

TTY thee for Life, for Health, for Reaſon, 

ave 

* tor my Parents, my Food, my Raiment, 


and every other Bicling that relates to my 
* | „ well- 


25 * FILL ; 
| Well being in this World but A all, 
I am bound to praiſe thee for thine aſton- 
iſhing Mercy. in Jeſus Chriſt. O that 1 
may know him, and believe in hinx=to Sal- 
vation. Through Faith in him may I riſe 
above the Anxieties of Life and the Fears 
of Death.. 
Look down, Oo God of Pity, with rficite 
Compaſſion upon poor finners who are de- 
froyiag themſelves. Convince them of 
their Guilt, ſhzw them their Danger, inſpire 
them with Faith in Jeſus, give them Re- 
pentance unto Life and ſave their 3 
5 Souls. | 5 
_ Give me, 1 pray thee, at all Times a 
| proper Concern for my own immortal Hap- 
pinels. May I have Grace to follow the 
holy and {elf-denying Example ſet before 
me by my bleſſed Lord and Saviour. O 
that his precious Blood may cleanſe me 
from all the Deſilement of my Nature and 
palt Life. And may he purify me unte 
 fumſelf as one of his "peculiar people, make 
me zealous of good works, and at laſt preſent me 
- faultleſs before the prefence * Kis $6019, with 


exceeding Jy. Amen. 
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